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Cumulative Impact Assessment

The cumulative impact assessment provides an overview 
of the combined impacts of the proposed scheme and 
also includes impacts from other proposed developments.

Two areas are identified as potentially experiencing 
cumulative impacts as a result of the combination of 
different types of impacts arising from the proposed 
scheme (but not from other developments).  These are 
at the north bridgehead and the south bridgehead.  

In the north bridgehead area, cumulative impacts may 
occur at the following receptors: St. Margaret’s Hope 
Gatelodge, St. Margaret’s Hope, the Queensferry Hotel, 
Ferry Craig House and Tigh-na-grian.  Cumulative 
impacts may occur within the south bridgehead area 
for Inchgarvie House, Inchgarvie Lodge, residents at 
Clufflat Brae, pedestrians using informal footpaths and 
others in close proximity to the proposed location of the 
South Queensferry main construction compound and 
Port Edgar Barracks.  These receptors may experience 
cumulative impacts produced by a combination of noise, 
ecological, land use, visual, and cultural heritage impacts.  

Two national developments, at Rosyth and Grangemouth, 
are proposed to proceed at some time in the future.  
If they do, they may potentially produce cumulative 
impacts with the FRC since people and the general 
environment could potentially be more disturbed than 
by a single project.  These impacts are not assessed in 
the Environmental Statement since detailed proposals 
for these developments are not available.  When more 
information becomes available, the developers of these 
projects will be required to undertake assessments of 
the potential combined effects of the new developments 
and the FRC.  Each project will have conditions which 
will have to be adhered to during construction and 
operation.  These measures will control the significance 
of effects from each single project and therefore reduce 
the potential for significant cumulative impacts.

Effect of Works on the 

Forth Road Bridge

The environmental impacts associated with the scheme 
are derived from an assessment against a baseline 
which assumes continued operation of the existing 
road network and the Forth Road Bridge.  Although this 
provides an understandable baseline as it is similar to the 
current situation, it may not be the most likely scenario, 
given the uncertain state of the existing Forth Road Bridge.

The uncertainties surrounding the various alternatives for 
refurbishing the existing bridge and the required closures 
are so great that any attempt to use these as the baseline 
against which to measure impacts could result in significant 
over or under-estimation of impacts.  It would also be 
difficult to present findings in a clear and meaningful way.

To address this, the Environmental Statement includes 
a qualitative assessment of the likely impacts of partial 
closure of the Forth Road Bridge in the absence of 
a replacement crossing.  This assessment should be 
considered together with the assessment of scheme 
impacts which assumes a baseline of continued Forth Road 
Bridge operation, as described above.

The assessment of impacts arising from the major repair 
works required for the Forth Road Bridge demonstrates 
significant disruption if these works were carried out in 
the absence of an alternative crossing.  Significant delay is 

21



Environmental Statement Non Technical Summary

predicted for vehicles using the Forth Road Bridge, which 
would result in reduced traffic demand and some vehicle 
travellers using alternative routes via Kincardine.

It is predicted that traffic congestion created by the works 
would affect access within and around communities 
including Inverkeithing, North Queensferry, Rosyth, 
Dalmeny and South Queensferry, where junctions are 
likely to be blocked and re-routing will occur as residents 
attempt to use alternative routes.  This loss of mobility 
within these communities would lead to a number of 
community effects including:

 limiting vehicular movements within the community
 reducing accessibility to key community facilities such 

as doctor surgeries, hospitals, educational facilities for 
commuting staff and users

 reducing access to retail and commercial facilities, 
potentially affecting customers, staff and suppliers.

Reduced traffic demand and significant levels of 
congestion resulting from the recabling works would 
adversely affect local businesses that rely on passing trade 
or on customers travelling by car.

If these major repair works were included in the baseline 
used to assess the environmental impact of the FRC, the 
FRC impacts for air quality, noise and community effects 
would significantly differ from those reported in the main 
body of the Environmental Statement.  In particular, as 
impacts on the economy, people and communities in 
the vicinity of the Forth Road Bridge would be more 
severe with these works taking place, it follows that the 
beneficial impacts of the proposed scheme relative to 
this baseline would be greater than those reported in the 
main Environmental Statement and summarised in this 
NTS.  

Regarding climate change issues, avoiding the need for 
cable replacement and the lengthy period of congested 
conditions associated with that work, would mean that 
total CO2 emissions during the congested peak periods 
for the proposed scheme are likely to be less than the 
predicted future baseline without the scheme in place 
and including main cable replacement over the period 
2012 to 2025.

Contraflow on the Forth Road Bridge 
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If you consider you may suffer an adverse effect as a 
result of the proposals described in this Non-Technical 
Summary and in the Environmental Statement, you are 
entitled to object.  

Objections should be lodged with the clerks of the 
Scottish Parliament no later than 60 days after the 
introduction of the Bill, which is expected to be 
introduced in November 2009.  

Objections should be sent in writing to:

The Non Executive Bills Unit
Room T2 60
The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh EH99 1SP

The fee for lodging objections is £20 and is payable to 
the Scottish Parliament.

The Environmental Statement, including the Non-
Technical Summary, can be viewed on the FRC website: 
www.forthreplacementcrossing.info.  A bound 
paper copy of the Environmental Statement may be 
purchased at a cost of £500, and is also available in DVD 
format at a cost of £10 by writing to Transport Scotland.  

Additional copies of this Non-Technical Summary are 
available free of charge on request from:

Forth Replacement Crossing Team
Transport Scotland
7th Floor, Buchanan House
58 Port Dundas Road
Glasgow G4 0HF 

Telephone: 0141 272 7578 

If you wish to view the full Environmental Statement, it 
is available for inspection during normal office hours at 
the above address and also by appointment at:

Scottish Government
IMU Library Services
F Spur, Saughton House
Broomhouse Drive
Edinburgh
EH11 3XD

Telephone: 0131 244 4556

Copies of the Bill and the accompanying documents 
published by the Parliament will be available on the 
Parliament’s website (www.scottish.parliament.
uk/bills) and also to purchase from any Blackwells 
bookshop.  

Further information about the Hybrid Bill process, 
in particular the objection process, is provided in the 
Scottish Parliament leaflet Guidance on Hybrid Bills, 
which is available from the Non Executive Bills Unit 
(address as before) and online at www.scottish.
parliament.uk/business/so/sto-c.htm.  

3.  Next steps
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4.  Legend for larger scale maps
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Ferrytoll Junction (South view)

Queensferry Junction

Ferrytoll 
Park & Ride

M90

Forth Road 
Bridge

Forth 
Replacement 

Crossing

A904 to Newton

To Edinburgh and M9 Spur

To Forth Replacement Crossing

A904 Builyeon Road

Computer generated images of the proposed junctions illustrating approximate layout and landscaping. 




